. Post-operative photograph showing multiple iris sphincter tears in the pupil margin.
suggestive of glare and the patient did not report any cosmetic awareness of the defect. Pupil reactions were normal.
Comment
Although pupillary abnormalities are uncommon during phacoemulsification in routine patients, highly myopic eyes as in our patient predispose to LIDRS (a similar entity has been described in previously vitrectomised eyes in the literature 2 , 3 ) . The pathophysiology of LIDRS in highly myopic eyes has been ascribed to zonular laxity, which is thought to be acquired by previous showed only a small macular lesion, which appeared to be at the level of the retinal pigment epithelium (RPE).
The fundus of his right eye was completely normal.
Efavirenz was discontinued a week after this visit.
A month later (July 1999) the patient complained of deterioration in visual acuity. Visual acuities at this time were 6/60 in the right eye and 6/9 in the left eye. He had no signs of inflammation in either eye. Ophthalmoscopy showed an area of retinal opacification occupying most of his macula in both eyes (Fig. 1) , with no abnormalities in the periphery. These lesions were primarily outer retinal, and involvement of the choriocapillaris was excluded by indocyanine green angiography (ICG), which showed normal perfUSion of the inner choroid.
Fluorescein angiography revealed a ring-like lesion in the (a) (b) macular region, compatible with a transmission defect at the level of the RPE in both eyes (Fig. 2) . A visual field test (Humphrey 30-2) failed to reveal any specific abnormality. In September 1999, in spite of the similarity of the retinal findings, his visual acuities were 6/36 in the right eye and 6/9 in the left. His CD4 + count was 450 cells/mm 3 and his viral load was 36 000 RNA copies/ml. Although no histopathological information was available, we can, based on the clinical appearance, the angiographic and electroretinographic findings, conclude that the damage in our patient was also primarily to the RPE.
Two months later (November
As the other drugs used by the patient, including azathioprine and 3TC (Combivir), have been available for a long time and no cases of retinal toxicity have been associated with their use, we believe that retinal damage in this case was due to Efavirenz. Since the experience with Efavirenz is still limited it is possible that more cases will appear and physicians should be aware of this possible side-effect, which may have devastating effects on vision.
